of sandbags under the left buttock and lower left chest, then the radiological shadow of the vertebral column will not obscure the definition of the common duct. Secondly, it is useful to dissect out the cystic duct at the beginning of the operation ; a ligature is placed round it close to the gall bladder and tied. Immediately beyond this ligature a small cut is made with scalpel or scissors in the wall of the cystic duct and the tapered mount of the cannula tip is inserted into the duct lumen. A second ligature tied round the duct, distal to the cannula insertion, will now hold the cannula firmly in position. After three films have been taken, injecting 1 ml., 5 ml., and 10 ml. of radio-opaque dye-for example, iodip An adequate gastrotomy wound is made, the usual massive clots of blood are evacuated, and the boiling-tube is inserted. It can be gently pressed against the mucosa of the stomach, even up to the oesophageal orifice, and an excellent view of the mucosa can be obtained. The whole lining of the stomach can be visually examined in a matter of seconds. In Hairmyres Hospital we have used this device, and the illumination from the theatre lamp-even in the depths-is good.
A solid Perspex instrument optically ground, with a lens system and built-in light, would, I am sure, be even better. In fact such an instrument could be used for the examination of any organ-even the heart in the presence of opaque fluid.
The following further applications are suggested. If a bleeding-point suitable for arrest by stitching is identified, a large-bore glass tube can be slid over the boiling-tube to form a caisson. The tube is then removed and the mucosa caught by tissue forceps and drawn into the caisson, forming a cone. Gentle diathermy can be applied to multiple haemorrhagic points. Stitching is accomplished by atraumatic suture material held in a boomerang needle holder. Tying the stitch is by crushing a metal clip round the two ends of the ligature material. The last two procedures require special instruments (see Figs. 1-3) , which have been designed in this department as prototypes. 
